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Chapter become out of place and the maintenance of subordina-
n- tion illogical. But a mere repeal of the Colonial Laws
Validity Act was out of the question. Not merely was
the Act still to remain in force except as regards the
six Dominions, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South
Africa, the Irish Free State, and Newfoundland, but
the mere repeal of the Act would almost inevitably
have revived the doctrine that legislation must not
contravene the common law. It was necessary there-
fore to make the position absolutely clear and also to
remove a possible misunderstanding that might arise.
It was pointed out by the British Government that,
while British Acts were no longer to bind the Do-
minions as part of Dominion law, the British Parlia-
ment must still retain the right to legislate in respect
of matters taking place in the Dominions and affecting
British subjects when present therein to the same ex-
tent as it could legislate regarding events taking place
in foreign countries, and effect was given to this prin-
ciple by the addition of the final words of the clause.
The essential difference between the old system and the
new lies in the fact that such British legislation as is
contemplated as still possible would be enforceable
only in British Courts and not, as under the old system,
in the Courts of the Dominions.
It will be noted that the rule laid down applies only
to any Act existing when the Statute was passed or
enacted in future; it does not apply to the Statute
itself, which cannot be varied by Dominion legislation.
It was partly to meet the objections felt by the Aus-
tralian Government to this position that Sections 2-6
of tie Act were made subject to adoption by the
Commonwealth, New Zealand, and Newfoundland, but